| The FIR E's continued at OxrorD 


OR, 


- The Decree of the Convocation for bu 


rning 


the Naked Goſpel, conſidered. 


Ina Letter to a Perſon of Honour. 
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dle ot the Book, leaving our ſuch 
as moſt offenſive 3 and of this Im- 
he communicated more Copies than 


wer to 
'd, of a Book that was 


1, By Wriring, and then by Printing and 
Alrering, wholly at his own Coſt. Thus it 
appears his Deſign was nor to diſturb che 


Er f 


a 


£38 
» 2 


j 
I 
} 


L 
a 
£35 

77 
SÞ& 


= 
7 


[LEH 
ries 


16H Lees 
Pettints 
STHreprgts 
if 1M: 
ES FroEa 
TOUTE, 


: 
: 
7 
E 
2 
: 


3 
F 
© 
2 
2, 
E 
7 


learned Men m_ nn tango 7. 

For, except the manner expreſſion, 
make no "—_ bur your own Memory 
will ſuggeſt ro y6u, that (as we ſay of che 
Holy Scriptures, - they contain in one Bun- 
dle all thoſe excellent and Inſtru- 


is found by Parcels, in other eminent and 
allowed Authors, whom the Oxford-Convo- 
cation dare not paſs Sentence upon, rho” 
they have a 'd of late Years preſi 
cuous enough m rhat kind z witneſs their th. 
mous | and Decree paſt in Convo- 
carion, July 21, 1683. we 27 Pro- 
poſirions to be Falſt, Sedi ? 
and moſt of thim to be alſs Heretical and Blaſ- 
phrmous, inſaneus to Chriſtian Religion, and dv 
flraflive to ill Government in Charch and State, 
And — hn om when the Court 
ſollicy! gmene for promoting 
their horrid Deftign of introducing Popery 
and Arbitrary Government into theſe King- 
doms, and rooting thar peſtilent Hereſy of 
Proteſtantiſm out of all Nations ; ro which 
that Orford-Decree was greatly ſerviceable. 
And ha4 the Body of the P of 
been throughly perſwaded the Truth, 
Equiry, «end Religzon of that Decree in all 
= vs apnoea never have had 
happy call blefling God for deliver- 
ing us from French Tyranny, and Popiſh 
Cruclry and Supemtition, by the glorious 
Covrage and ConduRt of his Highneſs the 
Prince of Orange, nor Could the Peers,and Re- 
preſcatatives of the Natian in Couvention, 
have 
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Lord's Divinity for a Truth, as we ſee 3 the 
itions che Burners cice as denying it, 
muſt be as clear as thicſe 3 or clic the. Aur 
thor. docs not contradict himſelf, but muſt 
be reckon'd Orthodox. in the Faich, For ob- 
fcure ought in reaſon to be expli- 
cated by that are clear ; And then the 
Burners fall ſhort. in proving their heinous 
Charge ; and all rhe Faulr of the Author 
wuſt lic in his denying it ra be a marrer of 
' faving-Faith. Eur the great Cham- 
the Catholick Dofrine were ge- 
y guilty of the ſame Hereſy, St, Hi- 
W no leſs than ewelve $ con- 
ivg the. Trinicy, yer in che cloſe of the 
theſe words, Non per difficiles nos 
bratam wvitam queſftiones vocat, KC. 
mr cal ws 10.6 Lite by difficult 
nor ſolicites us by a muabfeld hind 
3 the way of Etonity # plain 
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from the Dead, axd_to confeſs bin 
- In which words we ſee, noe only i 

Queſtion concern Lord" 
Perton, bur inal others, how livte of mere 
Belief is required ro Salyation, do 
we find the leaſt Hint to the in the 
—_— of thoſe Jour wherein the Con- 
troverly raged ; tho* they Perſecured one 
another did , 


Fl us 3 viz. To believe that God - raiſed 
d 


ro the Saviour of the World, to believe he 
will damn any Man for failing of {© difficulc 
Gahed en any cher Error comet 
pc any r Error 
the Divinity of his Perſon can be. . 
A. ſecond. Diſtintion which che Aurhor 
migke juſily have — from ſuch Lear- 
Perſons, was, That the Queſtion in de- 
bate was not ccrcerning the Divioity, ar 
mere Humanity of our Lord's Perſon, but 
concerning a Nicety ſo inconſ:derable, that. 
neicher the Emperor not a Council could 
find the difference berween the Nicene and; 
Arian Confeſſion. And doubtleſs ir muſt be 
ſomerhing worſe than Inadvertency that can 
_ any Man fo = = ro diſable him 
rom diſcovering, that the beginnj 
of the 7th Chapter to the 1cth, this yr 
ſpeakerh only as a Commentator upon the. 
Letter of the great Emperor Conftontine, 
wherein he equality condemneth borh Par- 
rics for troubling rhe Peace of his Empire 
with ſuch a Queſtion, wherein it was nor 
diſpured wherher Chriſt were God or nor, 
(for rhercia Loch fides agreed) bur in whar 
manner he was begorren, or wherein he a» 
greed or differ'd from the Farher. 
| There 
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by halves: Had they gone on, as a Faithful 
Wirneſs ſhould do, ic muſt plainly appear 


« Reformer : ro ir from 

'« the wherewith it be'n 

= and perfeR ir with Addirionals 3 
as 


© Pref, Whether Mtbonet or Chriſtian 
* Doors have more corrupted the Goſpel, 
* is nor ,ſo plain by che Lighr of Scripture, 
* as ir is by thar of Experience, that the 
© later gave Occaſion, Encouragement and 
* Advantage ro the former. For when by 


© nice and hot Diſputes (eſpecially con- 
© cerning the Second and Third Perſons of 
* the Trinity ) the Minds of the whole Peo- 
* ple had bin long confounded, and by the 
* then late Eſtabliſhment of Image-Wor- 
© ſhip, the Scardal was encreaſed, (o that to 
. underſtandings the Doftrine of che 
* Trinity appeared no lefs guilty of Poly- 
« theiſm, chan char of Image-Worſhip did 


* of Idolatry I” was _ _ 
© ring opporruni ered ro the Impo 
Y pre he laid hold on it, ro ſ&t up himſelf 


* for a Reformer of ſuch Corruptions, as 
* were both roo groſs to be Juſlfied, and 
© roo viſible ro be Denied, 

Anſw. The Chriſtian Doors had not in- 


deed, in Mabomit's Time, fo far corrupted 


the Goſpel as they have done fince; Bur 
their then lare eſlabliſhment of Image-Wor- 
ſhip, gave ſuch ſcandal to the vulgar rude 
Arabians, that the Idolatry which was viſi- 
ble therein, made them infer, that thoſe 
who were ſo guilty thereof, were n6 leſs 

gulcy 
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vided his Gods diſegreed 
pn» ED ws 
men generally” (as the Au- 
Rn) rejects of as 
indeed 1 three Gods, one in /prcie, 


but three in number? 


| (8. 


fidering Man would not ask the ſame Que. 
jon? ro oo] 


© Cap. 9. pag. 53- TT. There is danger 
Bhs pnde eB 
| LCrke Godhead of Chriſt. 


ſome of whoſe Words are cired immediately 
before———: ought (ſays he) 1 reſtrain 
ow ſelves from talking, leſt whin we cannot 


ſufficiently explain the Quiftion, or our Hearers 


cannot ſufficiently underſtand our meaning 5 tither 
way the People be driven upon a neceſſity of Blaſe 
phemy or Comtention, 

Ih. $3. * This is a-ſccond Danger, Thar 
© we have 18 frm ground to go upon. — 

This is not in the Second Imprefhon. Bur 
did not the Author give ſufficient Reaſons for 
it? vir, That all art challenged by tither Party - 
with aſſurance, Scriptures, Antiquity, awd 

ils too, as the Emperors chanced to influnce 
them, Does not Biſhop Taylor ſay as much ? 
Liberty oy Prep. 


© Pag. $4. The —_ of the 
SES, rn thar after 
© Sentence — have indeed fo handled 
* matters, asto hide much, and varniſh all ; 
he ent 1 oat wan tn 
* ſtify ac Appeal,by p fn we 1 
* firſt determined the Controverſy [is the 
© Council of Nice] was not by the merit of the 

© Cauſe, but Iatereſt of che Parrics, 
Anfw, This alſo is pot in the Second Im- 
And why, if che Sentence which 
determini'd the Controverſy | in the 
Council of Nice} was, by the Merit of the 
Cauſe, and nor by the Intereſt of the Parties : 
Why did the Catholicks in after-Ages, and 
ar this Day, impoſe another ſenſe upon the 
Nictzne Sentence, than what was manifeſtly 
their meaning i What is this, bur co make a 
Noſe of Wax of that Council, as the Papiſts 
do of Scriprure ? © 
# 44. 
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> dim 
of a Perſon, whoſe —_— = _ 
profefieth ro adyance : ant upon this ac- 
count they think it more reaſonable, that 
thoſe Expreſſions which exalt our Savior's 

to an Equalicy _—_— Father, 


© To another Quiſtion, Whether ir be more 
© honorable to God, and more ſerviceable 
* rothe deſign of the Goſpel, that we be- 
© lieve the Contrary ? 

© Het anſwers, That it is the ſame, as to 
* atk, Whether it be more honorable to 
* falve all his PerfeRtions, or to robbone 
* that we may clothe the other. 


; -_ ge 
ing Paragra I anſwer, they relate 
to the Differences of thoſe Times, wherein 
the hot Biſhops on both ſides cagerly con- 
tended with one another, to the unſpeak- 
able Detriment of the Church, and Diſtur- 
bance of the Empire : But wiſe and ſtay'd 
Men, ſuch as the Emperor Conftaxtiae, and 
thoſe Bi that were his Counſcllors, 
had ſuch an eſteem of thoſe Controverſies 
as our Author. 

But, 2. as toour Times, and the Queſti- 
on abour the Athanafias Creed, I fee nor bus 
that they ond nonbebp ng hoy perſe- 
cure their Brethren on that ſcore, have no 
mind to remove Occaſions of Difference 
and Separation, bur to continue them 3 
which one may be tempted to believe they 
would not do, bur for the ſake of, ſome fe- 
cular and baſe -Intereſt. See more in the 
udgment of 6ne of our moſt eminent Bi- 

ing up that Letter of Conflantine 
whuch this preſſed, Jufra p. 14- 
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Ledgings ( as you have been 1 


Majeſty aud Privy Council, a Petition againſt 
the Nabtd Goſpel ſubſcrib'd by Thircy or 
Forty of the Maſters, was publickly and 
rudely preſented ro Dr. M. Pro-Vice-Chan- 
cellor, to be read in Congregation : but he 
refuſed, and gave it to the Vice-chancellor. 
Now, pray, Sir, pleaſe to obſerve, that 
this was an irregular way of proceed- 
ing; for the Vice-Chancellor only ought co 
notice of Matters of that Nature, and 
Petitions are not ro be rendred by great 
Numbers. However he gave way (© far, as 
ro call a ———— Houſes, 
where che Buſi oppo 
tion, it being freely ſaid, that it was nor fie 
ſhould be made Tools for the Biſhop 
of E--: or ſome ſuch thing ; yer "twas then 
referr'd ro the two ors, Dr. 7a 
(who drew up the famous Decree of 1683) 
and Dr. Hall, barely ro draw firions 
out of the Book : the latter declin'd it, and 
the former is ſaid ro have done ir as in the 
Decree, In the mean time her Majeſty in 
Council is moſt- graciouſly pleaſed to order 
the Lord Biſhop of Exete pur in an 
Anſwer to the Ree and Fellows Petition, 
and to declare a Day-ſhould be appointed 
for hearing. May we nor think this haſt- 
en'd the Decree ? But now the Ma- 


ſters ſecing nothing done upon the former 
Perition, lay of a time when a Con- 
vocation, was call'd, upon another Occaſi- 
on, to - deliver another Petition, in a yer 
more tumulruous manner, and with many 
more_ Hands, to the Vice-Chancellor as he 
came out who took it amiſs, and reprov'd 
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them, ſaying, Hes did pos that way of 
proceeding; yer it came ar laſt ro what the 
World fees. T ſhan't tell you, Sir, whar 
manner of Men promoted it, you cafily by 
this rime gu: 53 and though the Univerſity 
ſcem to be very ſenſible of the Figure they 
make in the Worlg, and che paid 
their Opinion : yer knowing that one of the 
Profeſſors refu3'd to be 'd, and hearing 
thar ſeveral Heads of Houtes, and others 
were abſcne when the Decree paſt 3 conſj- 
dering alſo the Tine and Manner of ir, and 
the ill Fate of the now exploded Decree 
in 1683, That the X. G, (ſuppoſing Dr. B, 
the Author) cught not to prejudice him 


ſign'd) and eſpecially his Colledg, who 
concern'd : that it's now. no 
ers 
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that his worſt ies live not far 
where the Prayer has not been 
his Majeſties ſucceſs in Ireland, (bur 


EZ 


on Faſt-days when it can't be help'd?) no, 
nor rw imeof rad Tum th 
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ruining a Refior, major 
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to be as firmand hearty for the Go- 
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And laſt of all, conſidering that 
Perſons, of a Charater above any of- the 
worthy Condemners, and no ways inferior 
to the beſt of them ( if not exceeding ) 
in Learning and Wiſdom, have declared, 
that upon reading the Book they could not 


ſee any Hereſy tic: I ay, Sir, when one 
erioudy reeds and without prejudice, on 
all cheſe things, one may very well afford 


— —_ - — _—— ——— — - =o 


ro wiſh the Decree juſt as much Succeſs, as 
its Authors have ſhewn Juſtice. 


has alſo ſumm'd up that celebrated Epiſtle of 
the Great and Wiſt Conſtantine : will 
Naltd Goſpel, nothing 
much as whiſper'd againſt him z 0d which 
Perſons of free and generous Minds _— 
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* Faith, 

« ſbtte widerſtand the Rs 

* ſabtile Man to and wor 

* New Determinations. ( Anda lictle after) 

* Now then they that liv'd in chat Age, 

* that underſtood the Men, -that faw how 
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* the Nueſtion, gave O- 

* ther Cenſures of we ſince 

* ta he Article 

* as derermin'd with Truth and none 

*- bation of the Church generally 

* that Time. Socrat. lib. 1. & 2. But the E- 

* pifile of Conſtantine to Alexander and Art 

* us, tills the Tiath, and chidis them 

* for commencing the. Queſtion, Alexander 


* althoagh this be trut 
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* lov'dand truſted much, and employ'd in 
* the delivery of the Lerters), 
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ADFVER. 


I am afraid I have drawn our this Account 
to a greater length than that the reading of 
ſuir your lirtle Leiſure, 


Goſpel. 
ir ma 


Di/putes ; : 
+ neither can our Opinions in ſuch 


LI 
Articles, So that the Matter 


of 


þ variance apes 
* rending, keep their Opiaions to themſelves, as 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


x Reader is deſired to take norice, 
that if the Sayings of the Fathers, and 
other eminent Per were to be quoted 
for that purpoſe, for which ſome of them 


are already mention'd, they alone would 
fill a Volume, and ps as uſeful an One 
as any Yer extant : we ſhall only rrouble 


him with one very remarkable ſaying of 
Tirtallian, Lib. de Velaud. Virg. 

* Rigula quidem fide, &c, This Symbol 
© ( ſpeaking of the Apoſtles Creed ) is the 


* One Sufficient, Unalterable and Unchangeable ought ſure ro be acknow by the Fudi- 
* Rale of Faith, that admits no Fnoraſe or cious, ial, and Cond-mners. 
© Decreaſt ; bur if the Itegrity and Unity of 
* this be preſerved, in all other things Men Farwil, 
* may take liberty of enlarging their Knows 

FINIS, 


